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* NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

COMMUNICATION WITH LIDERIA,

An adjourned meeting of friends of the Ameri-
ean Colonization Bociety was held in the First. Pres-
byterian Church, Washington, on Friday evening,
April 21, 1854, to receive the report of a commit-
tee on the subject of establishing a re line of
communication by steam or otherwise between this
country and the Republic of Liberia, Hon. Judge
I;’:Yst, of the United States Supreme Court, in the
chair.

The proceedings of the evening were introduced with

Let » few generations pass, and, in all probability, it will
pessess an immense extent of sea coaston the Gulf of Gui-
nes, with dominions reaching eastward to Abys and
northward to the GYeat Desert. Here the race,
in the climate of its origin, may be expected, in a state of
civilization, to ﬂ?d its fullest and most perfect physioal
snd mental deve ent.”

Although the ;:1:::5 colony is now competenit to maid-
taip itself, its growth needs help, The hundreds who offer
«or are offered for removal thither from our shores require
the establishment of an adequate and regular communi-
cation between the two continents, This regular commu-
pieation has never yet been provided, and it is to take
measures for this important object that the present meet-
ing has Leen called and the public aid is invoked.

The Colonization cause now numbers amongst its
friends the great body of the wise and good of this coun-
try and.of every section of it; and with such favor and

prayer by the Rev. Mr. Buopixgron, of Charlestown,
Massachusetts.

The Presiding Officer remarked that the purpose for
which the present mecting had been called was so gene-
rally known and so well understood that it was scarcely
mecezsary to say any thing by way of explanation. He

pport it cannot fail to advance, with sn accclerated pace,
the most entire success.

The Rev. Dr. Daren rose and said that it gave him sin.
cere pleasure to see gentlemen ocoupying high positions
in the community present on this ocoasion and ready to
give their sanction to the plans and efforts of the Coloni-
zation Society. There was no time when such a sanction

to

would, however, take leave to observe that the prop
plan for establishing a permanpent mode of intercourse

between this country and Africs, by means of steam ves-
gels or other ships, to eail at regular stated times, was one
which bad been s0 much approved by many gentiemen
well able to form s correct opinion on the sutject that he
could not but hope it would not cnly receive the unani-
mous support of the present meeting, but would com-
mend itself to the patronage of the friends of colonization
throughout the Union. When we remembered the many
discournging circumstances under which the society had
commenced, snd sgainst which it had still, in some de-
gree, to stroggle, he thought every measure was worthy
of a careful vonsideration which might have the tendency
of giving it a larger measure of the public svmpathy. It
had done a great deal; it could do much more; and he
doubted not that the time would come when its estab-
lishment would be acknowledged as one of the greatest
events of the present century. But the noble results to
which it looked forward could not be fully and success-
fully accomplished without the mesns of frequent, cer-
tain, and regular communication with the African conti-
ment: a communication which should be sccomplished by
means of steam vessels or other ships, to form a perma-
nent line, with stated times of sailing, publicly known on
both sides of the ocean.

But he would not go into the merits of the proposed
lan, because he understood that s series of resolutions
ad been prepared to be presented by seversl gentlemen

who had consented to s the meeting, and who, it
was to be presumed, were fully prepared to explain and
to advocate them. \

Mr. S8eaton, from the committee appointed to draft
resolutions for the consideration at the meeting, after a
brief explanation of certain modifications made by the
committee to the original draft presented to the last meet-
ing, reported the following :

1. leso'ved, That in the view of this mesting the American
Colouization Suciety merits the gener:us support of all the
good people of these United States; and that the establizh-
ment of the Republic of Liberia secures prospectively im-
mense benefits to thig country and to the African race,

2. Resolved, That the establishment of regulsr communica-
tion, by steam oz othirwise, under the directien of the Ame-
riean Colon’zaticn Bociety, between this country and Liberia,
i# an object of immediate and ¥ast importance, worthy of the
prompt, united, and liberal &id of »ll its friends.

8. Resolved, That, while this mieting would regard it es
emicently wise and judicious for Corgress and the State Le-
gislatures to make sppropriations is aid of this object, ite
mozt confident reliance for suceess at present iy on the bene-
wvo'ence ol the country: and snimated by many recent in-
stances of noble munificence by individuals, and by the re-
e ll:ction of what was done ina few months by our country-
men for the relief of Ireland, they appeal to the peopls of the
United States, at a period of well-nigh unexampled prosperity,
vigorous!y to unmite their exertiors and ruise one hundred
theusand dollars or more for the accomplish went of this great
work of humanity.

4, Reaoleed, Thut it be recommended to the friends of the
olject in vur sister cities throughout the Union to adopt the
.ot «fectanl mensures (by the appolatment of cowmittess
rwize) for securing dosations for its accomplishment.
Henolved, That & committee of five be appuinted by the
rwnn of this meeting to ubtain such aid as our generous
fe izens and gentlemen now in this city from different
peetione”of the Union may be pleased to bestow, in order that
the work may be cominenced in a mnnner worthy of the cha-
racier and immortal name of vur ecity and of th2 eapital of
the country ; and that the same commitiee be suthorized to
talte measures for obtaining contributions for the same object
in other sectlons of the Union. :

The resclutions having been read—

Mr. Heatox said that, with the explanation he had
offered of the views of the committee, he shounld give
place to some of the eloquent gentlemen who had kindly
consented to speck in support ef the object of the meot-
ing; but before doing so begged to add o few words.

It hoppens (said Mr. 8.) that 1 am, with the excep-
tion of but one gentleman, who is by ill health, I regret
to eay, prevented from being present, the sole survivor of
the few persona who sssembled in a hotel in this city |
December, 1816, to adopt mensures for torming the Colo- |
aization Society which now exists, At that meeting the |
grent ststesman of the West, Hexny Cray, presided— |
statesman of the Weat I should not say, fur he was truly
an American gtatesman, io the most eularged sense of the
term, whose affections nud sims somprehecded every gec-
tion of his country and every interest counected with its |
honor and welfare. |

That meeting formed the nucleus of the American Colo- |
nization Society. It was composed of a few gentlemen,
conspicucus among whom, besides the illustrious chair-
mian, was, I remember, Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, Elias
B. Caldwell, of Washington, and the Rev. Dr. Findley, of |
New Jersey. Sir, every individual who dvmposed that |
meeting, with one exception besides myself, has been lone ’
singe called to another world. Clay is gone, Randolph is |

gone, Caldwell is gone, and but two remsin now to wit-

nese, after the expiration of nearly forty years, the suc- |
cess of the great scheme the foundations of which were at |
that time laid. The patrictic sud philanthropic object |
which they bad in view most of them indeed lived to see
advancing prosperously. The small seed which was then
planted was nourished snd watered until it vegetated, |
and, though its growth was long impeded by difficulties, |
it struggled on, until it has become o majestic tree, far |
exceeding in stateliness and grandeur the anticipations of |
its founders.

Bimply: and distinctly as its origzinal purpose was |
announced, the associstion suffered opposition and
obstruction from a misconception of its nature and ob-
Jjeet. In the South it encountered prejudice from an idea
that it was designed, directly or indireetly, to operate on '
the institution of slavery; in the North it encountered |
the eamity of fanatics because it disavowed any inter- |
ference with slavery and refused suy abolition purposes;
they conceived that philunthropy towards the negro

Tace consisted solely in emancipation. Thus the associa-

tion long had to muke head against these counter influ-
ences. Dut the support of the more enlightened, the more
liberal, if not the more bumane, fostered the scheme in
its infancy, led it on in its youth, until, reaching the
wigor of manhood, it is able to stand alone, and the colony
of Liberia is now taking its place among independent
civilized States. A regular government has long been
estublished there, and their form of government is natu-
rally republican. They, as s matter of course, copied |
the institutions which they bad seen in operation smong |

their masters on this contivent, and they have their Pre- 'l

eident, their Legislature, their judiciary, their militia |
* organization, their aununl clections, and all the ele-|

ments of an advanced civilization in Tull and orderly ac- |
tion. It is indeed remarkable, Mr. President, to observe |

| precioas fleece in return.

from gentl bearing the scales of justice and imbued
with & generous and extended philanthropy could be

more welcome or more important. He had promised to
submita few remarks to the meeting here convened, but
he ceuld assure gentlemen that they should be as few as
possitde ; for the objects of all populer speaking were
to convince and to persuade ; but in looking over this re-
spectable sssembly he did not see one whose mind, in
reference to the goneral objects of the meeting, needed
either to be convinced or persuaded. But the definite
object immediately to be acted on required to be stated,
as it had already been, justly and- properly, from the
Chair. The practical object in view was suitably to
affect the tone and just sentiment of the country, so as
to call out the benevolence and enterprise of our people,
that the society might be enabled to compass the special
purpose of facilitating the means of intercourse between
these United States and the western coast of Africa.

Dr. B, proceeded to remark that in his juvenile days
he recollected nothing in classio story which so seized
upon and interssted bis imagination as that famous expe-
dition of the Grecks known s the Argonautic.- The boat
Argo had left the shores of Greece on & voynge to Col.
chis to bring back from thence the much-desired golden
fleece. Critics had been groatly divided in opinion as to
what had been meant by this golden fleece. It was sup-
posed by some that it was a fleece stretched acroes certain
suriferous brooks in Colebis for the purpose of collecting
the golden pebbles borne down by the stream; but others
had given to the story an allegorical interpretation, and
had contended that it was the sight of new and interest-
ing objects, the treasures of knowledge and the advan-
tages of commerce, which constituted this memorable
fieece. If the latter opinion were correct, he thought
that something like the benefits secured for their country
by these argonauts might be obtained in our own case
by the establishment of & regular, certain, sud rapid in-
tercourse between a far distant and highly interesting
country like Africaand our own land. The people of the
United States from small beginnings had now grown into
& vast empire; and they had it now in their power to try
anew the expedient of the ancient Greeks, by sending a
boat notto bring back, but to confer blessings and advan-
tages of the highest order to the rude triles of men seat-
tered over the blighted continent of Afrien. We could
thus send to them law, which had been well denominated
the voice of wirtue and of order, aud whoee conservative
and Bappy influence pervaded all the complex relations
of civic society. We could send them education, that
plastic former of the human mind. We could, to a cer-
tain extent, eend them lLterature, that fertile sourve of
plessure and instruction. We could send them our arts
and our cliristianity, that divine gift whose power and resist-
less force had revolutionized the whole Roman Empire,

and planted its trinmphs besido the throne of the Cuwesers. |

(ifts like these would prove in Africa as they had through-
out the habitable world, the best means of assuaging hu-
man sorrow, taming the rudeness of the savage man, and
softening and embellishing the entire eondition of human
society. It was true that at present Liberia was not
fully prepared to relish the charm which mental cultiva-
tion and its consequent refinement threw around life. He
had to do only with its stern realities, and all her pur.
suits were controlled by the necessities of her condition.
But let us look back to our own comparatively humble
origin, and to the feeble germs of civilization planted on
these shores during the reign of Jumes the First. We
had endured s long and laborious servitude while hewing
away the wilderness and estublishing our home in a wild
and hostile clime; but see how it had been succeeded by
ease, abundance, and every elegant art ; and 8o it would
bewith the infunt republic now planted on the dark shore
of the African continent.

For these reasons, as well as others which might be as-
sigued, Dr. B. was ready to concur in every measure to
secure the interesting object which had convened them
this evening. He believed in his honest conscience that
it wag our daty to make the attempt proposed. The
power of steam was felt over the entire world, in the
Baltie, in the Thames, in the Clydes, on the lakes of
Switzerland, on Lake Leman, every where, It possessed
and manifested a kind of omnipresent power, and there-
fore the plan contemplated its adeption in the mode of
intercourse to be established between the two continents.
Let us make the experiment, and see whother the people

! of the United States would not give us their aid and effee-

tual go-operativn in o design which promised o much

{ good to the colony wo had planted and fostered till it

bad become s State, ag well indeed a8 to the entire Afri-
can const and continent, While we sent them benefits
cuch a8 those Le had referred to, they could send us rome
It was gratifying to witness
the growing products of their® fertile soil. Then -they
were copying diligently our own theories of government
and were already in the enjoyment of many of our free
institutions. We had ourselves been but copyists of more
ancient nations. There had at one time existed in Greece
not less than thirty-two distinct republics, including the
lonic on the Asiatic continent, We were ourselves now
the exemplar for nations yet in their forming etate. They
had also adopted our christianity and had coneeived the
noble purpose of spreading it over the entire extent of
that dark continent. The rays of its divine light were
alrendy striking far into the interior.

Ir. B. said he went, heart and hand, from the inmost
1l_sp|.hs of his soul, for the colonization cause, and espe-
cially for the measure proposed by the resolutions. In-

eed, in reviewing his own past life, he was astonished to
reflect how little labor he had bestowed on s cause ha so
entirely upproved. It was true he had neted as o sort of
missionary in its behalf; be had traversed the mountain
peaks of Virginin from moruing light to the evening shade
in endeavoring to ndvance its interest ; but all the exer-
tions and all the sdvance which had yet been made seem-
ed a8 nothing when he looked at the consequences likely
to result from the adoption of the plan now proposed. 1t
could not but be followed by results the most benign.

The Rev. Mr. GurLey £aid he had not risen to make a
speech, but because it had been the opinion of the com-

| mittee that one of the resolutions they had prepared

ought to be presented to the meeting sepurately from the
rest. This resolution he now rose to submit, It was known
to some that he Lhind been many years somewhat connect.
ed with the cause of the American Colonization Society,
nnd he had slways beileved it to be competent to the
Genernl Government to appropriate money from the Trea-

sury in aid of that canse, nor could he believe that it
would be long before something of that kind would be
done. Dut it would be unwise in the socisty to wait for
any such result; its claims had been pressed before both
the General cud several of the Htate Governments, and
he regretted to say thus far without success. Meanwhile

Low,intelligently snd faithfully these untutored descen- | there was a pressing need for a regular and eertain mode

dants of Africa have earried with them to their distant

home the political forms of our country ; and while some |
of the oldest communities of Europe and America have

attempted in vain the adoption of republican prineiples
of governiment, the untutored manumitted biacks of the
United States have successfully and firmly transplanted
on the barbarous shores of their fatherland institutions

which it seemed could only flourish among the Anglo- |
| lovked with confidence to the beneficence of American

Baron sud Anglo-American races.
I kuow, sir, that in its progress the Society hLas inei-

dentally embraced an action more comprehensive thun its |
original purpose contemplated, and as an incident that |

ehould coustitute uo objection to itdn the South. Bat,
apart from thie, 1 found nnd find in its original purpose

enough to oulist the sympathies of humanity. In its most | eyl oot
ed to benefit o degraded race | If threa or four of the societies in this District would
|

restricted operation it prope
by removal to a more congenial sphere, and by that removal
toconfer a public good on this country and sn inapprecia-
bleultiniste Llessing onthe benighted end barharous Jand
to whidh they were to be transplanted. 1t was to try the
great experiment, by one operativi, of relieving our coun-
try of an evil and humanity of a repronch, and at the same
time founding on an injored, barbarous continent a free,
civilised, christian commonwenlth
This was & nractic .. humanity, . | the experiment has
berr crown: | with a remarkable success. In the lan-
usge of an sble public journal, it bas transplanted the
institations, the !ubit: of thought and action, the lan-
gusge and the lierature of our country to Central Afriea,
to take, we doubt not, permanent root, and to obtain, in
t.. cod, acomplete victory over the barbarism of the
country. The present age has few things more worthy of
attention than the growth of this negro commonwealth,
with its institutions modelled stricidy sfier cur own,
gradually increasing its population, graduslly extending |
its borders, every year becoming more respecied and |
feared by the barbarian tribes which surround it |

of communioation with Liberja and the adjacent const.
One of the officers of the society, whose labors, zeal, and
devoted services in its behalf had been invaluable, had
| expressed to Mr. G. the deepest interest in the sgheme
| now under consideration, and the same feeling he knew
| possessed and animated our excellent secretary. Every
one knew what had already been accomplished by the
public liberality to the colonization eause, and he still

Christinnity in its bebalf. e had caloulated that there
were in these United States at least two hundred churches
who eould well afford to give a thousand dollars each to
‘male their several pastors directors for life. Were that
accomplished what & mass of moral power would be se-
cured in aid of every noble design for Africa's welfare!

oiike o commencement he bad not a doubt their example
would be followed by all vur great cities both to the

| North and to the South,

Heroived, That it be respectfally suggested to the officers
of wealthy churehes in our cities and large towns to invite a
contribution from each of ome thousand dollurs towards the
enterprise, (by which their pastors or others whom they
wight be pleased to honor might be constituted direetors for

life of the sneiety,) and to nil churcbos or religious soclotion to |

ll;‘lt'-(l.' euch eontributions as their mesns may permit to the
object.

The Rev. Sruvant Ronissox said that, on reflection, afler
biaving promised to sttend here to-night, he considered it
n most unreasonable request to make by any maa that
he should * speak fifteen or twenty minutes on coloniza-
tion,” as Mr. Gurley had requested him tg do on this oc-
cosion. This is not ome of the twenty-minute subjects.
Originatiog at first with the great minds who founded
this republic—great in its own intrinsic nature, great in
sll its general views, great in all its detailed branches—

this scheme of African colonization has mot s mi-
nor twenty-minute pointinit. Like the huge o
amm-u.rmrmmuwum
jeota membra,” a single limb, a horn, o tusk of the might;
skeleton s a full for an ordinary man. It wes no
his purpose to demand more time, however, but, insten
of a speech on the subject, to talk twenty minutes abow
this specific soheme with & view to which we now meet.

There is more involved here than s mere tion ¢
building st:«mt.t‘i Th:ll is :hlgarminll pu“ - and .

t representative idea, this regular of commun-
:::i.on 'I;m Liberis. A great man has said ““words s
things.” It is true also that things are often words, gre¢
expressive words ; and one of this sort is this thing of
regular packet-ship to Liberia. This project is represel-
tative of a great step onward, i::ﬂmg at the same tln
a great step, the great step slready made. An empir
has been founded, an asylum opened. Now, shall we b
able to bring that asylum practically within reash of thos
for whom it was intended? On this Lmﬁm we pr:pos
to go before the christian and philanthropie people of th
country. Of this general purpose, to make the asylur |
in Liberia accessible to the colored man, this project t
“build a boat” is the representative. What are the proe
pects of success? Rather what are the ele
ments of success in such a eall upon the publie ! It mus
be shown that the cause in whose behalf we appear i
important; that it has the elements of character to strile
favorably the public mind; that it will likely be persever
ingly oarried on in spite of obstacles; that it is feasible
not visionary; that the liberal aid of the benevolent is al-
solutely necessary to accomplish its results.

Now, as to the importance of this genersl scheme ¢
colonization, the more reflecting ol the people need lir
tle proof. In faot, this American Colonization Societ
in this is itself most remarkably one of thos
things that are words, It stands forth expressive of th
two great ideas which, either articulate or inarticulaty
cherished or hated, bave ever imbedded themselves in tie
minds of the American people: first, the immense anl
alarming importance of this question of the African rac
in our country demanding something to be done; and, 8-
condly, of a separation of the races ultimately as som:-
how the only reasonable solution of the difficulty. Ths
is the true state of the case as to the fecling of the cow-
try; out of this grows all the agitations and fears thit
trouble us. The question of the African race amongt
us is felt to be the grand sphynx riddle of our nationl
existence which we must solve or perish; and all relies
and remedies that full short of o separation of
however well in themselves, however wise to soothe skil-
fully the alarm and agitation, are felt by reflecting men
not to have reached the ultimate guestion. All your
Missouri compromises, und ¢om of 18560, and
Nebraska blll of 18564, wise as they have been, and may
be, ns great national mensures of pesce, incidentally
only affect jthe grest question. Even when they shall
have accomplished all the results of their most san-
guine friends, yet confessedly have not yet. solved the
great riddle, ‘The people, therefore, need litte labor to
convince them of the importance of the gemwal thing
proposed to haidone. In regard to the next cited requi-
gite to n sucoessful'appesl to the publie, there are in some
points of view not so strong grounds of hope, This cause,
less than many other enterprises of humanity is adapted
to strike the current of popular feeling of the times. It
is too vast in i¥s scope to be fully understood sta glance,
too slow in its returns of the *‘pearl cast upon the wa-
‘ters "’ to keep alive popular excitement in its favor, too
moderate in its tone to satisfy the intensive zesl for tho-
rough-going radicalism. Hence, hereafter, as keretofore,
we may meet with popular disfavor, occasionally taking.
advantage of the deep-seated uneasiness of the general
mind to which I have referred ; the waves of popular fa-
naticism may run high against this course uncer the
blasts of some Boreas Thompson or other wind-god. And
then also we may expect n lagging of zeal and impatience
of the slow results of this work in an age pre-eninently
distinguished by its passion for * small profits and quick
returns” in the way of benevolent effort. Nay, this pas-
sion will be found not to confine itself to the popuar sen-
timent merely, but in the higher walks of ambition. How
Jittle now is found of the spirit of Lord Bacon, *as to my
fame, I leave it to foreign nations and future ages" Just
as we plant for shade and ornament the locust tree, but too
typical of the spirit of our times—the logust tree, whose
leaves are latest to put forth ns shelter from the sun of
early summer, and first to fall and refuse any longer relief
from the later suns of autumn, and, mere than all, which,
with its surface-loving roots, topples over upon the first
blast of th® summer equalls—yet still we cherish the lo-
cust, becnuse * it comes quick.”

But, while this great work must labor against difieul-
ties from these quarters, it has the advantage of an ap-
peal to all those higher and more reliable grounds of
action which are peculiar to the christinn and the philan-
thropist—that strong confidenge in God’s promise and
providence which, having done our duty, can patiently
wait, or rather which, feeling impelled on as by some
higher impulse than external excitement, can courageous-
ly work even amid discourngements; that, in the true
apirit of the Jerusalem night-watchman, surrounded by
desolations of his country, when the enemy scoffs and
rails, saying * Watchman, what now of the night?” can
courugeously ghout back, * The morning cometh, dark as
it now is.”” The Som of God's providence will be sure to
keep his appointment. This is the spirit which hns work-
¢d out all the world’s spoken epics, all the world’s acted
heroisms, This is pre-eminently the spirit which hes
sustained the great cause of African colonization in its
innumerable darknesses hitherto, and can again sustain
it in timo to come. If this scheme of benevolence seems
to be of too slow grewth for the spirit of our times, then
let us remember that &1l great purposzes of God are apt
to be thus. The grest scheme of redemption for currace,
a4 0 scheme, developed very slowly as men would view it.
Juet as the great oak is in the acorn, so this scheme of
salvation was enveloped in the germinal promise, ¢ the
seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head,” and
planted in the clods of the wasted paradise to germinate

thousand years.

Dut, sfter all, there has been no slowness of growth in

this enterprise which should discourage even the most
sunguine. In the lifetime of one generation a State hos
been organized of ten thousand emigrants, and embracing
two hundred and fifty thousand native people. Had the
colony grown faster would it have exhibited now that
strongly-knit frame which excites the world's admira-
tion ?
I have not time to discuss the question of the feasibili-
ty of promoting general emigration of the free people of
color; it needs no longer to be discussed. The hardest
work hasbeen done in opening an asylum; we can surely
do the easier. The wonderful events in our own country’s
history during ten years past have turned into derision
the scoffs of those who once denounced general coloniza-
tion 88 visionary. The very pauperism of Europe has
colonized noross the Atlantio in ten years t not ouly
more than all the free, but more than all the free and
slave population of our country combined. Once open
equal facilities to Liberis, and the very colonists them-
selves will sson send and bring thousands to Liberin,
under the impulse of that same feeling which raises those
wonderful amounts which hardy Irish laborers now an-
nually reise as a colonization fund to bring over to them
family and friends. A word as to the neceasity of this
appeal to the benevolent of the country in behalf of this
work. Why not appeal to the Government at once? In
brief, we cannot ufford to wait the slow and necessarily
cautions action of Government, This must be done to
prepare the way for aid and help from Government.

The Hon. Mr. Scursck (late Minister to Braail) ob-
served that his excellent friend (Mr. Gurley,) who was
himself an old and efficient workman in this cause, seem-
ed s0 determined to commit Mr. 8. for & speech that he
could not find it in bis keart to refuse. e regretted he
had done $0 ; for He did not feel as if he could earry one
of those bones his reverend friend (Mr. Robinson) had
talked about ; no, not even a single tusk of the mastodon,
Yet, s he was one of the committee who had reported
the resolutions now before the meeting, and as the other
remaining member of it had not addressed them, he felt
himeelf called on to say a few words, -

The reminiscences called up by the chairman of the
committee {Mr. Seaton) connected with the origin of the
society could not fuil to have been fult by every one who
listened to them as fraught with the deepest interest, He
had told them about the rixteen persons who, forty years
since, had proposed the formation of such » society ns an
experiment, to see what conld be done. Tt was no longor
an experiment, but an nccomplished fact. The little seod
thep sown had grown up and spread its goodly hranches
farand wide. Instead of a feeblo colony, problematioal
even in its existence for any long period, when we turned
our eyes across the ocean we now beheld s full-grown
Republic, which had enjoyed all the blessings of » free
Government for six years, which had been recognised b,
other nations, and kad taken its place nmong the sister
republios of the world.

They had met on the present occasion to consider on

the means of establishing a regular and permanent com- e

| munication with that people who bad been so long under
| the fostering care of this society, and in whosa prosperity
{ we oll felt so deep an interest. For himself, he could
| contribute little to this good work, save the expreasion of
| his deep and well-settled conviction of its extreme impor-
| tance as a means of still further increasing the prosperity
| and progress of the infant republic,

The first in the series of resolutions which had been
reported for the action of the present meeting spoke of
the interest which this country had in the welfare of {he
other; and it was a truth not as fully realized and as
often adverted to as it deserved to be. A close, regular
ond frequent intercourso between them was g 1mpormxi
in its practical results to our own land as to Africs, from

sod expand, and reach its full development after four |

an Amerioan sudience. The Colonization Bociety,
all its objects and plans, was an American interest;
the scheme now proposed for consideration was in an
especial manner & &w’ American measure, from its in-
fluence at home, By colonizing our free colored popula-
tion and establishing them, with & Government of their
own, upon the coast of Afries, we laid hold, boldly and
cffectively, upon a subject which from any other posi
was not to be touched or approsched but with the utmost
risk of stirring up ull the angry feclings of the human
bosom. It dealt with the greatquestion of the disposal
of our colored pamnion, and proposed the means by
which the whole dificulty conneoted with it might at once
be fully met and effestunlly removed. i

Let any other subject be shown, of like delicaey and
like importance, in which all portions of the country could
conour and heartily unite but this one of unlomsin_g our
colored people on the shores of their native continent.
ITere there was no sectionul difficulty. There wasno
Mason and Dixon’s line in Liberia, no Nebraska bill, no
Wilmot proviso, to mingle the elements of strife and dis-
union with this question. You, sir, (addressing Judge
Waynw, who ocoupied the chair,) you, sir, are from the
far South, where population has its more lmmedm:a
seat, and where every thing relating to it is most sensi-
tively felt. Iam from a region where all the habits and
ol the feelings of the people are in the most decided hos-
tility to the very existence of the institution which is yet
in great strength in every Southern Btate; and yet we
can strike hands in friendly union nnd meet each other on
this common and strictly neutral ground. Look at the
original organization of the society itself. That great
statesman so recently lost to the country he loved—-
a statesman whose name was never to be pronounced
without a feeling of grateful reverence—had presided ot
its first meeting and lent to the design his powerful per-
sonal influence, He was from a slave Btate, while his
compeer snd condjutor, Judge MeLeay, was from the
slavery-hating State of Ohio. Yet they conourred in
counsels and were united in effort and in action, snd so
were the Latrobes, and the Whittleseys, and the Corwins,
and men from all parts of the Union at the present day.
They could nil meet on & common ground and could act
together, because they were tluunuﬁhly. agréed In thelr
views about the thing to be done. He therefore took the
ground that a measure like that before this meeting,
tending as it did to further the designs and purposes for
which the soclety had originally been formed, was in the

_Btrongest sense of the term @ most American measure.

The particular object for which this meeting kad been
convened was the establishment of a regular line of com-
munication with the coast of Africa by steam or other
means, with a view to promote the common interests and
sugment the friendly relations already existing between
the two republics. It surely needed no argument to
show that a communication regular, certain, and at regu-
lar periods was infinitely to be preferred to those irregu-
lar, casual, and uncertain means, obtained ot hazard
and starting at no regular or certain periods, by which
emigrants had thus far found their way to Liberia. Let
the free colored man who was master of his own means
and his own time once know that on a fixed and regularly
recurring day in ench month or each two months a liner
would leave ounr shores for the African coast, how much
oftener should we find him ready and desirous of making
the voyage. And if the slave owner in the South pos-
sesged the same certainty, how much oftener would he be
found indulging his benevolent feelings in emancipating
those who were in bondage and providing them with a
house in the land of their fathers. It would happen in
this as it did in all other cases, that a knowledge of the
facility of effecting any design had a natural tendency to
induce s man to engage in it. Suppose, forillustration,
that between this metropolis and the neighboring city of
Baltimore, instead of a train or several trains starting at

now, there was nothing but easual, oconsional, uncertain,
and irregular means of intercommunication, how much
less intercourse would in fact take place? It was a uni-
versal conviction, derived from every day’s observation,
that the recent increase in the facilities of travelling had
immenscly increased the number of travellers. There
were o hundred thousand persons who crossed the At-
lantic now wlhere one had crossed it in the last century.
So it would be in the present case. On this point Mr,
8. said he hod had some personal experience. There
were now regular lines of communieation between Rio
Janeiro and several ports in Great Dritain. Before their
establishment, when there were no means of passing from
one country to the other but the oceasional and uncer-
tain sailing of a merchant vessel, it often happened that,
after & month's advertisement of her day of sailing, but
some four passengers could be obtained. But now you
‘must speak many weeks beforehand or you could not
secure n pnssage, and the same vessels which formerly
started with but four cabin passengers now often sail
with more than sixty. And so notorious and so certain
had this increase been that it had led to the establish-
ment of five other lines to different parts of Enrope. There
was now, besides the first line to Southampton, another to
Liverpool, mnother to the Mediterranean, another to
Havre, nnd another was proposed, though not yet fully
arranged. 8o it would eventually prove with passenger
and freight lines to Africa, though, of course, not in so
short & period of time. If the sight of the means at
hand often prompted men to the commission of evil deeds,
why might it not prompt to the achievement of a good
purpose as well? Trade was everywhere augmented by
the facilities afforded for it. How was this desirable
object to be effected without aid from either the National
| or the State Governments? He replicd, by a firm reliance
on and a strong appeal to the benevolence and bounty of
| the American people.

But ought we to give up all hope of nid from the Na-
tional Government Y He thought not. No oneyafter the
sble and lueid argument recently delivered by the hono-
rible gentleman now in the chair, ocould retain the sha-
dow of a doubt as to the constitutional power of Congress
to grant such aid. And why should its fostering hand be
withheld from a design so tnl.riotio and so fully sanc-
tioned by experiment? Look at what it had been doing
for other objects of public interest. Within o few dnys
an ample donation of lands had been granted toprovide
asylums for the indigent insane, and the question thus
settled that it was held constitutional in Congress to give
of the public means to mitigate the miserable condition
of those bereft of reason. Lands had in like manner been
Inrgely granted to aid the general interests of education,
especially in the new States. Lands, too, had been given
in some of the States to contribute to the support of the
clergy; colleges had been amply endowed; money had
been appropriated to facilitate the removal of the Indian
tribes. Now, why did the case of the red man appesl
more strongly to the consideration and the bounty of the
Government than the case of the Llack man? Look at
our relations to the two. We found the Indian here on
his native soil. We had compelled him by ouradvancing
settlements to retire further and further into the depths
of the forest, and we had provided the means of his re-
moval, besides granting him large anouities to emeliorate
the hardship of his conditien. Dut what had been the
conduct of the Indian under this coercion at our hands ?
He had turned on his invaders, and his tomahawk and
ecalping knife had marked the track of his retiring foot-
steps with the blood of his oppressors. Not so the poor
negro, - He had been to us m meek, a patient, and o most
useful gervant. And what had been done for him ! IT
the wild and ferocions savage, who waylaid our trains
upon the prairie and fell in vengeance on the cabin of the
pioncer, was to be considered and provided for, had not
the black man, who had borne our burdens and tilled our
fields, n much stronger claim ?

Mr. 8. observed, in conclasion, that he hoped when
these resolutions should be adopted, as he doubted not
they would be with great unanimity, that they would not
be permitted to end there; but that a committee would
be appointed, who shbuld go to work with spirit and de-
termined effort, and that ﬁbeml contributions would be
collected [rom every portion of the Union; for he did
conscientiously believe that, great and noble as were the
objéots and had been the achievements of the Coloniza-
tion Society, nothing from the beginning of its history to
this hour bad equalled in practical importance the mea-
sure now proposed for adoption.

The honorable Citarnaay now said that the lateness of
the hodr forbade him to detain the meeting, although
there were some considerations having a bearing on this
subject which he should like to presemt. He concurred
with his friend on the right (Mr. Robinson) that the cur-

¥ | rent of Christion benevolence throughout this country

o better ground of relinnce than the course of
capricious and irregular legislation; yet it was also pro-
r that the aid of the National and State legislation
should be accorded; and if wisely and properly sought
he doubted not that it would yet be ez.t.emrnd in aid of the
efforts of private beneficence. Convinoed as he was that
the Constitution conferred the legislative power, and that
the snme measure of success could not be looked for with-
out (overnmental aid, he hoped that sid, in all the de-

ts of the Government, would be solicited.

The minds of those present bad been directed to obli-
gations #o much higher and more sncred that he should
not advert to those he was about briefly t+ mention was he
not aware that they exerted a practical influence on men
which the obligations of christian benevolence, however
higher and more sacred, could not and did not meet. Na-
dl;:ldc, whatever might be said of its inherent ns.

its tendency to promote harmony and a brotherly feeling

tional
ture, nevertheless form a great element in all national
virtue. What comparatively would Liberia have sttained

tion | i

fixed and generally known honrs from either city, as)

tribes by treaties, restraining their wild ferocious pas-
sions and checking those infiuences which led to war,
but within the last six months o signal proof had occur-
red cf the recagnition by distunt hordes of the native po-
pulstion of the authority she exerted over them. Two of
the native tribes had gone to war chiefly with a view to
the capture of prisoners intended to meet and to supply
the demand for subjects of the mistaken policy of appren-
ticeship, gmi he ought to take this opportunity of ex-
ssing the opinion that it was a mistaken policy, rest-

g on erroneous premises, and leading to a disastrous
disappointment in its practical results.) In the course of
this desolating contest towns had been burnt and murders
and barbarities of all sorts had been rife among the mis.
erable inhabitants'on both sides. The Governor of Libe-
ris had enjoined the parties to abstain from the further
prosecation of the war, and that if they refused com-
pliance thoy would be restrained by a force they could not
resist. The chiefs who had origlnulldy stirred up the strife
from motives of personal avarice un s.mhil.ionl;nd refus-
ed to comply, in consequence of which the threatemed
military force had been sent, the refractory leaders had
been seized and bxo?jghr. to Monrovia.and there imprison-
ed, and the transaction had been approved and moquicsc-
ed h}g;.% surrounding population, numbering not less

If results like thess were desired, the way to secure
them was to strengthen that Goverument by inoreasing
its means of communication with this country.

The elements of war seemed to have been put in mo-
tion almost throughout the European world; we should
ourselyves wot be involved in the approaching contest if
we were prudent, but in interests would. This werk

should therefore be l::Em at once under our national au-
spioes, and the national flag should be considered as its
protection.

But the lateness of the hour admonished him not to
continue this course of remark. In presenting these con.
siderations he had done what he conceived to be a duty.
They were considerations of a worldly nature, it was true,
but in a world like ours it was very important to keep
such considerations in view and to act upon them.

The resolutions having once more been read, the ques-
tion was put from the chair, and they were unanimously
adopted.

In pursuance of the fifth resolution, the chairman of
the meeting appointed the following gentlemen to com-
pose the committee, viz: - ¢

Hon, Joux W. Mauzy. Hon. Evispa WarrrLesey.

W. W. Szaros, Esq. Pmuie R, Fexpaiy, Esq.

Wu. L. Hover, Eeq. g

The meeting thereupon adjourned.

ARTHUR J. BTANSBURY, Secretary.
—————ai—— e

TO THE EDITORS.

8r. Louis, (Mo.) Apris 19, 1854,

GextieMex : 1 see in your paper of the 10th instang
an article from a Pennsylvania paper urging Congress to
extend the bounty land law.

I have been a constant reader of your paper for nearly
fifteen years, and dislike very much to differ with you on
any subject, as I generally think you are right. On the
matter of extending the bounty land law I must differ with
you for the following reasons : The warrants, as soon as
issued, are bought up at & reduced price by speculators,
the land is taken up by them in large quantities, and they
will neither sell at a reasonable price mor improve the
land, nor take railroad stock to improge the county, but
hold on to the land for it to rise in price by other men’s
industry.

I do not believe that one soldier in one thousand locates
his own warrant, as they are generally too old to want
wild land.

Extend the law so as to give the land to the chil-
dren, and you might as well give it to the speculator at
once ; for the children in most cases live in remole parts
of the country, and by the time the warrant is assigued
by ull of them, and the agent paid for ebaining it, the
ainount left will be of no consequence to the children,
The agents at Washington will of course urge its passage,

for it is a grand speculation for them and the land war-
rant brokera.

There has all at once sprung up a t sympathy for
the old soldier. All the soldiers nvaf::n gzri.:‘igg szmn-
thing who served in the last war for the short term of thirty
days, while the soldiers of the revolution are not entitled
to any thing unless they served six months, Ihave three
neighbors here inless than ten miles of me who served
in the revolution over four months, one of them over five
months; yet because they did not serve six months Col.
J. L. Edwards, Commissioner of Pensions, rejected their
claims. Those whose claims were allowed did not receive
upon an average more than forty dollars per annum.

If Congress would give the soldiers of the last war pen-
sions it would do them more good than the warrants,
But Congress is urged to pass the bounty land law for the
gpeculators, not for the benefit of the soldier. L

T ———
SAD DISASTER.

We are sorry to have to record & very serious disaster,
both privately and publicly considered, in the destruction
of the two spans of the new iron bridge at the Little Falls
of the Potomac. The accident ocourred yesterdsy morn-
ing between nine and ten o'clock, whilst the hands were
at work., One workman, Daniel Macnamara, was thrown
from the abutment on the bank of the river, and fell into
the water. His body has not been recovered. Another
laborer, John Frizzle, is very seriously injured in the
head and face. He can hardly survive, notwithstanding
the zealous efforts of Drs. Ritchieand Snyder, of George-
town, in his cage. Macnamara leaves a wile and a nu-
merous family of smull children,

The cause ef this sad accident, as we are informed, was
thus: in raising one end of the Virginia or completed
span uniting the twe shores, in order to set the bed plates
on which the span was finally to rest, the bar of iron con-
necting the jack-screws gave way, and let the frame of
the bridge into the river. The other span, on the Mary-
land side of theriver, being tied to the Virginia span, was
dragged from its position, overgetting the trussels on
which it rested, and bringing all down into one mass of
ruins. It was under a portion of this that Frizzle was
eutangled. Four other persons on this span at the time
almost mirnculously escaped imjury.

The Virginia span fell into forty feet of water, and
in am instant entirely disappeared. Its length from shore
to shore was 160 feet, and it weighed nearly 100 tons.
The cost of the iron work of each span is about $8,000.

We understand that a thorough investigation of the
affair will be made by the Department of the Interior,

ScrexcE 1¥ A Sunii.—The Springfield Post says if you
openan oyster and retain the liquor upon the deep shell,
on examining it with a microscope you will find it full of
littlo oysters floating about, one hundred and thirty of
which only cover an inch; you will also perceive in it a
variety of animaloulm, and myriads of worms of three dis-
tinet species, gamboling in the flaid. We are very well
satisfied to find a single nice oyster ¢“ between the shells"
without going into a microscopical examination of the
family affinities of the bivalve. i

Terre Haute, Indiana, was the scene of a conflagration
early on the morning of the 12th instant, when the block
of stores nnd business shops extending from J. C. Ross's
store to 4th street westward, and from Main street to
Ohio street, except two or three wooden buildings oppo-
site the Universalist Church, were consumed; also, on
the opposite side, the shop formerly used by Rankin as a
cabinet shop. The buildings burnt were, with several
exceptions, cheap wooden structures.

Twelve buildings, inclading the Presbyterian Church,
on the southeast side of the mbﬂe square at Americus,
Georgia, were destroyed Iz“ on the morning of the
18th instant. The post o was kept in one of the
houses that were consumed, but the -matter, &o. was
saved. The fire would have been much more disastrous

had not the dw houses in the vicinity been
o elling ‘ y been protected

LAW OF THE UNITED STA :
Passed at the First Session of the Thirty-third
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Approved, April 20, 1854.

uBLIo—No. 20.]

AN ACT to authorize the echool commissioners of frae-
tional township ‘number one, of range number ten
easl, in Alabamag to locate one half-section of land
for sechool purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That

the school commissioners of fractional township number
one, of range number ten east, situated in the t of
land subject to sale at Lebanon, and

is hereby authorized to enter, free of charge, in lieu
of the lands to which they are entitled by any existing
law, one half-section of land, in legal subdivision, any
where in said township, with a view to the ultimate con-
venience of the citiens of said township and the quality
of soil for school purposes and eaid lands thus looated

shuellbe governed by the game laws, rules, tiong
w8 is the sehool sixteenth sgosion in sal m.‘&“om....
Beo. 2, And be it d, That it shall be the
duty of said school ‘locate and repart,
wi two years, what lands bave entered to the
Commissioner of the General Office, at W

and it shall be his duty, upon the receipt of such report

of location, to withdraw from sale the seid lands, nn'? the.

title thereto shall be valid os in the sixteenth sections
heretofore granted in the new States. : :

Approved, April 20, 1854. ’

[PusLic—No. 21.]

AN'ACT to amend the third section of the * Act making
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of °
Government for the year ending the thirtieth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-four,” eud for other pur-
poses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
of the United States of America in Congress Thas
of the clerks authorized by the third section of the act
approved March third, eighteen hundred and fifty-three,
entitled *“ An act making appropriations for the eivil and
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year ending
the thirtieth of June, cightéen hundred and ffty-four,”
those of the first class shall receive a salary nfy twelve
hundred dollars per annum; those of the second class, a
salary of fourteen hundred dollars per annum; those of
the third class, a salary of sixteen hundred dollars per
annum: and all clerks not provided for in this act, per-
forming the enme or similar duties with any one of the
classes, shall receive the snme compensation as isallowed
to such class; and the clerks employed in the Census
Bureau shall be paid, during the preSent fiscal year, the
same as is hereby allowed to elerks of the second class.

Beo. 2. And be it further enacted, That the stamp and
blank agent for the Post Office Department receive the
same sslary as clerks of the second class, provided for in
the first ection of this act ; and an addition of twenty per
cent. is hereby added to the pay now authorized by law
to each of the messengers, packers, laborers, and watch~
men ofighe different Executive Departments of the Gov-
ernment in Washington; to the clerks employed at the
Navy Yard and Marine Barracks at Washington ; to the
clerk, messenger, and laborer im the office of the Com-
missioner of Publio Buildings, doorkeeper and assistant
doorkeeper at the Executive Mansion; public gardener, la-
borers employed in the public grounds and President’s gar-
den ; two additional watchmen and the police at the Ca-
pitol; watchmen employed at the President’s House and
reservation No. two, lamplighter, the general superin-
tendent ; the draw-keepers of the bridges acrosa the East-
ern Dranch and Potomac; and that the provisions of the
second section of the act of August thirty-first, eighteen
hundred and fifty-two, * making appropriations for the
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the
year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and
fifty-three,”” &c. be and is hereby extended to such per-
8ons herein enumerated who were in employment during
that fiscal year, and were excluded from the benefit of
8nid not aot by the decision of the Comptroller of the
Treasury.

Sec. 8. And beit further enacted, That, instead of the
salaries now allowed by law to the Superintendent of the
Census and to the Assistant Postmastors General, they
shall each receive tho same salary that is paid to the As-
gistant Becretary of the Treasury.

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That the increased
compensation provided forin this nct shall commence
from the first day of July, eighteen hundred and fifty-
three, and the necessary money: to earry this act into
effect is hereby appropriated out.of any moncy in the
Treasury not otherwise appropristed : Provided, That
nothing herein contained shall be constrded as making an
appropriation for any period beyond the thirtieth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-four.

Approved, April 22, 18564.
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FROM TEXAS,

We have Austin papers to the 8th instant, San Antonio
Oth, and Galyeston 156th, and many other Texas papers.

Senator Housron passed through Huntsville on the 3d
instant on his way home.

The Austin State Gazette of the 4th instant says:

“The long threatencd sult for the land on which this elty i located
hoe at longth been instituted, A petition wos filed in the clerks offies
of the United Statea Distriet Court, on- the 81et ultimo, by Elial M.
Emith, late of Bastrop county, but now of the Stale of Arkanens, who
describes himpelf ag the nes gnoe of William R, Goucher, one of the
Lieirs of the original grantec of & third of a league upon which the eity
in loeated. The defendants arve the property holders of the city
::{ifl?' some four ot five hundred of whom are specinlly named in &:
o.

We learn from the State Times that a young man
named Gwix was shot down in the street in Austin on the
3d instant by Capt. GrumsLEs, ond seriously, perhaps
fatally, wounded. The State Times says :

‘It appears that some diffieulty had oceurred botwoen the partios
on Baturday last, in which Gwin recolved o blow from Grumbles. On
Monday the former walted upon the latter, and told him to arm him-
sell aml fight like u man, adilog that he was alresdy nemed. Upon
this suggestion Grumbles rmund s double-barrel nin{ gun, loaded
with buckshot, which ho placed convenfently fornre. About halfpast
five Gwin was ween crossing the street from the Swisher House, carry-
ing a similar weapon. Grumbles took Lis ﬁm:, and, leaving Crssldy's
eaffee-house by uside door, went into n neighboring Luun.mﬂ imime-
dintaly fired upon Gwin, the lond taking elioet npon his side, ehme-
where uear the kidueys, Several persons immediately ran to the side
of Gwin, whose hund woa stresming with blood, when Grumbles rushe
ed norosy the street, and, radsing his jgun, ealled upou the bystanders
to disperse, that ho might have another shot at hlm. At this time
Gwin was dissrmed, and throngh the intervention of disintorested
persons Girumbles was prevailed upon W desist in his purpose. The
principals had been drinking on each dom."

After an examination Grumbles was admitted to bail
in the sum of $1,000 for his appearance at the May term
of the Distriet Court.

Mr. B. J. Hesprick, of Grimes county, was shot down
in the street, in Washington, on the 6th instant, and kill-
ed instantly, by G. W. McLexs, who assigned as a reason
for his so dping that deceased had threatened his life.

Gen. James Hanminroxn had arrived at Galveston on his
way to Austin. The News says:

“ o vieits the seat of governmont to
and Auditor on basiness connocted viﬂ:'nl.:h:h;ft?l‘:?l‘:;im'ﬂlr tl::{j:\:
stand the Genoral expresses o confident belief that, during the pro-
sent session of Congress, the busls winy be lakl for the payment of the
pubiie debt of Toxes next winter on torms advaatageous tn the State,

salistactory to the UGenoral Goverumnent, and
ur«uwr&", t secoplable o the

*not!nu AMONG THE Frsm.—We learn that the recent
severo storm caused quite a destruction smong the fish
off our const, and an innumerable quantity of alewives,
venturing in quite close, have been driven on 'shore by the
strong wind and tides whish have lately provailed in our
vicinity. 'For the past two ar three days the shore along
Cohasset has been strewed with these specimens of the
finny tribe, and the occasion Yas given constant ooou

tion to a large number of fishermen.— Boston Courier.

Hon. Lururr Ssveraxcs, of Maine, late United States
Commissioner ut the Sandwich klands, hat returned to
his homo in Augusta. We to learn from the
Banner that Mr. 8. is afilicted with an incurable cancer.
He is fully aware of his situstion \nd of his approach-
ing fute; but is thankful that Provilence has permitied
him to return home to die in the of his family,
and to have bis body buried amongst s kindred.

Annivan or Waaresuirs.—The New Xedford Meroury
records the arrival of nine whalars anione merchant-
man ntﬂm?ﬂ on 20th, with 1,950nb1s, '
and 17,200 bbls. of !

Woods's Hole 20th for
sperm oil




